City of Kettle Falls

Annual Drinking Water Quality Report June, 2016 

We're pleased to present to you this year's Annual Water Quality Report. This report is designed to inform you about the quality water and services we deliver to you every day. Your water comes from five deep wells in our well-field located south of Kettle Falls near the Colville River.  We are pleased to report that your drinking water is safe and meets Federal and State requirements, without the need for any treatment or additives such as chlorine or fluoride.  

The City of Kettle Falls Water Department routinely monitors for constituents in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. The following table shows the results of our monitoring for 2015.  For the purposes of this report we have used data from the most recent testing done in accordance with State regulations.  (Data for 2015 includes some results from testing completed in 2007.)   The table only lists those federally listed constituents for which a detectible level was found.  In 2010 your water was tested for 61 different Volatile Organic Chemicals (i.e., man-made compounds derived from petroleum products) and as usual none were detected.  In addition, 29 different Inorganic Chemicals tests (i.e., naturally occurring dissolved minerals) were performed in 2007. All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

In the following table you will find some terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the following definitions:

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000. 

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average person.

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) - picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Action Level (AL)- the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.                                                        
Maximum Contaminant Level - The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The “Goal” (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

Million Fibers per Liter (MFL) - Million fibers per liter is a measure of the presence of asbestos fibers that are longer than 10 micrometers. 

	TEST RESULTS - CITY OF KETTLE FALLS

2007-2014

	Contaminant
	Violation

Y/N
	Level 

Detected
	Unit

Measurement
	MCLG
	MCL
	Likely Source of Contamination

	Microbiological Contaminants

	Turbidity
	N
	0.53
	NTU
	
	1
	Soil runoff

	Radioactive Contaminants

	 Alpha emitters    
	N
	2.34
	pCi/1
	0
	15
	Erosion of natural deposits

	 Radium  228 
	N
	0.50
	pCi/1
	0
	5
	Erosion of natural deposits

	Inorganic Contaminants

	Asbestos
	N
	<0.131
	MFL
	7
	7
	Decay of asbestos cement water mains; erosion of natural deposits

	 Nitrate (as Nitrogen)
	N
	0.419
	ppm
	10
	10
	Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural deposits


Note: The presence of Synthetic Organic Chemicals (SOC’s) and Volatile Organic Chemicals (VOC’s) has never been detected in the City’s well water. 

 Total Coliform: The Total Coliform Rule requires water systems to meet strict requirements for coliform bacteria. Coliform bacteria are usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if potentially harmful bacteria such as E. coli are present in the water supply.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).  

In our continuing efforts to maintain a safe and dependable water supply it may be necessary to make improvements in your water system. The costs of these improvements are reflected in the rate structure and rate adjustments may be necessary in order to address these improvements.  In 2015 a new pump, pumphouse and piping were constructed in our wellfield and put on line.  This brought our number of production wells to 5 wells and added an additional 300 GPM of pumping capacity.
The Kettle Falls Water Department is committed to providing top quality water to every tap.  If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact the City Superintendent at 738-6821. We want our valued customers to be informed about their water utility. Our regularly scheduled City Council meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM in City Hall located at 580 Meyers Street.  Agendas for the meetings are available at City Hall after 3:00 PM on the previous Friday.


