
 

KETTLE FALLS CITY COUNCIL  
BUDGET WORKSHOP 
NOVEMBER 12, 2013 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Slagle called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m. and led the 
audience in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Ray Smith, Bonnie Bradley, Dorothy Slagle, Jesse Garrett and Debbie 
Gaskin.   
 
Council Member Cris Haynes was absent. 
 
STAFF/GUESTS 

 
Staff – Joel Gassaway, Chris Courchene, Mary Schultz, Dave Keeley 
and Raena Hallam. 
         
Guests – No guests were present. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIL RECEIVED 
 

As there were no Announcements or Mail Received, City Council moved 
on to Public Comment. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
As there was no Public Comment, City Council moved on to New 
Business. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

2014 BUDGET  
 
Clerk Treasurer Raena Hallam stated she was able to balance all 
funds including items on Department wish list’s with the exception 
of the Current Expense Fund.   Raena stated she will review two 
draft budgets for the Current Expense Fund and one of those budgets 
is balanced.  However, it does not include items requested by 
Department Heads. 
 
Raena reviewed each draft budget with City Council for the following 
funds: 
Library Funds  Street Funds  Miscellaneous Reserve Funds 
Water Funds  Sewer Funds  Garbage Funds 
(Copy of draft budgets on file) 
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After review of the budget, City Council asked Clerk/Treasurer Raena 
Hallam to review the garbage rates.  The draft budget included a $3 
increase and City Council would like a rate increase to be much 
lower.   
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam very briefly reviewed an unbalanced 
budget for the Current Expense fund that included all requests from 
department heads for 2014.  This budget had a deficit of $117,000. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam presented a balanced draft budget for 
Current Expense and reviewed this budget with City Council. 
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After review City Council recognized the contract with Stevens 
County Fire District #6 will need renewed and discussion is needed 
with the Forest Service and Park Service regarding rent for the 
information Center. It was also recognized the goal of the City 
Council to fill the vacant Police Officer position would not be 
realized in 2014 and neither would the swimming pool be open for 
lessons. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam presented to City Council a spreadsheet 
depicting the cost of employee wage increases.   (Copy on file)  
Raena referred to her handout in October that depicted minimum wage 
had increased 27 cents more in the last five years than employee 
wages.  Raena also explained the employees have not received a cost 
of living raise in 5 years.  Even though the furlough days were 
returned in 2013, the medical benefits still remain less than 
before. 
 
City Council asked Clerk/Treasurer to review the budget to include a 
1.5% COLA.  City Council expressed their appreciation of all 
employees and wished they could provide more at this time. 
 
PURCHASE OF SEPTAGE PUMP REPLACEMENT 
 
City Planner Dave Keeley stated the City Council can’t make a motion 
to purchase the septage pump, but the pump needs to be ordered to 
make the December 31st deadline.  If the pump is not received and 
installed by December 31st, the Department of Ecology will not pay 
for it. 
 
City Council gave permission to City Planner Dave Keeley to order 
the pump and will discuss further during the November 19th City 
Council meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Dorothy Slagle adjourned the meeting at 8:31 p.m. 
 
                                   Approved: 
 
 
                                             
       ____________________________ 
                                   Mayor Dorothy Slagle  
 
       
Attest: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Raena L. Hallam, Clerk/Treasurer 


